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experiences in the Council of the temper and mental attitude of the
bureaucracy, he urged his hearers to recognize that the time had
come when men of all races should get together and endeavour to
regenerate their country, which could boast in ages gone by of great
and glorious traditions,
The next scene of triumph was laid in the Novelty Theatre, a
hideous structure of corrugated iron sheets, which did duty in the old
days as the premier play-house of Bombay. There, on 20 April, a
large and enthusiastic gathering convened under the auspices of the
Bombay Presidency Association, testified to the influence and popu-
larity of one who was by common consent the greatest citizen of
Bombay. The moving spirit in the demonstration was his loyal and
devoted friend and colleague, Dinshaw Wacha, though with char-
acteristic modesty he kept himself in the background. The chair was
taken by that eminent industrialist and philanthropist, the late Sir
Dinshaw Petit, who, in his own quiet way, was a staunch adherent of
the national cause. Supporting him on the stage were men of every
community and every shade of opinion. The main resolution placed
on record the public sense of "the important, valued and varied
services " which Pherozeshah had rendered to India generally, and to
the City in particular. It was moved by Mr. Rahimtulla Sayani, a
past president of the Congress, and one of the leaders of thought
among Mohammedans, in a speech full of generous enthusiasm. A
formidable array of speakers supported him, including Messrs.
Javerilal Yajnik, Daji Abaji Khare, Narayan Chandavarkar, W. A.
Chambers, Ibrahim Rahimtulla, and Doctors Bhalchandra and
Bahadur ji, all more or less closely associated with Pherozeshah in the
task of national regeneration. Their tributes to their leader were
embarrassing in their fulness. An exasperated writer, signing himself
ff Englishman," was led to remark in a letter to the papers:
We have seen equally fine words used in commemorating
the achievements of men whose names have lived in history.
But we have never seen quite so many used all at once. We
have only given our readers a few specimens of the panegyrics
pmtioonced by Mr. Chandavarkar, Mr. Sayani, Dr. Bhalchandra,
Mr. Diashaw Wacha and others. If the late member of the